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who were then attempting to govern France. The Republic gave the election of the Conseils ghifoaux to the people, and thus dethroned the notaries who governed those assemblies when they represented only the bourgeoisie. The Republic made the Maires elective ; the Republic placed education in the hands of the local authorities. Under its influence the communes, the cantons, and the departments were becoming real administrative bodies. They are now geographical divisions. The Pr6fet appoints the Maires ; the Pr^fet appoints in every canton a Commissaire de Police, seldom a respectable man, as the office is not honourable ; the Gardes champetres, who are the local police, are put under his control ; the Recteur, who was a sort of local Minister of Education in every department, is suppressed ; his powers are transferred to the Pnffet; the Pr^fet appoints, promotes, and dismisses all the masters of the /coles primaires. The Pr&fet can destroy the prosperity of every commune that displeases him. He can displace the functionaries, close its schools, obstruct its public works, and withhold the money which the Government habitually gives in aid of local improvement He can convert it, indeed, into a mere unorganised aggregation of individuals, by dismissing every communal functionary, and placing its concerns in the hands of his own nominees. There are many hundreds of communes that have been thus treated, and whose masters are now uneducated peasants. The Pr^fet can^ dissolve the Conseil gtntral of his department, and although -he cannot actually name, their successors, he-does so virtually. No candidate for an elective office